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Coming from a rich career as a jazz vibraphonist and composer, Ben Thomas 
found himself enthralled by the sounds and history of tango music, first as a 
dancer and then as an avid student of the bandoneon. Through his fifteen-year 
journey, Thomas took trips to Buenos Aires to hear & study with the masters, 
eventually finding his own voice in the music and performing widely. With 
"Eternal Aporia," Thomas presents the debut recording of his Tango trio with 
clarinetist Eric Likkel and bassist Steve Schermer, exploring tango through its 
encounters with new times and new influences. Following the lead of some of 
the leaders of the current scene in Buenos Aires, such as Diego Schissi and 
Exequiel Mantega, Thomas builds his intricate pieces combining rhythmic 
intensity with lush harmonies, whimsy, and an emphasis on story telling. "Ben 
is a great composer, and an energetic performer who knows how deep music 
can go." - Jovino Santos Neto
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“...Some of the most interesting, original music coming from 
 anybody in a long, long time.”

BILL WATROUS

ORIGIN
WORLD

1 THE COLOR OF ANGELS  3:36
2  LIMITLESS  5:17
3  MOSAIC  5:29
4  TINDER AND SPARK  7:15
5  YOU ARE BRAVE ENOUGH  6:24
6  IMAGINAL CELLS  6:42
7  THE EVERYTHING  4:33
8  ARABESQUE  6:25
9  THE SOURCE OF THE 
    LONGEST RIVER  6:00

Doug Scarborough  trombone         
Akram Abdulfattah  violin        
Jeremy Siskind  piano
Damian Erskine  bass
Mustafa Boztüy  darbuka
Reinhardt Melz  drums

Produced by Bob Stark & Doug Scarborough
Composed & Arranged by Doug Scarborough

TH E C O LO R O F A N GELS
DOUG SCARBOROUGH

Composer/trombonist Doug Scarborough presents a compelling collection 

of new works, fusing music of the West—jazz, with overtones of classical and prog 

rock—and traditional Middle Eastern elements. Setting the stage with his 2015 

release Bridges, where he introduced the trombone to the world as an instrument 

capable of expressively playing Arabic scales (maqamat), The Color of Angels is a 

riveting follow-up as he retains the dynamic core of collaborators, Jeremy Siskind 

on piano, bassist Damian Erskine, and engineer/producer Bob Stark, while adding 

the distinct voices of violin virtuoso Akram Abdulfattah, Mustafa Boztüy on 

darbuka and the dynamic drummer, Reinhardt Melz. Possibly reminiscent of  

some recent projects by Nate Smith, Ibrahim Maalouf, or bassist Avishai Cohen, 

Scarborough’s musical vision is exciting, surprising and cinematic in scope.  
Produced by Bob Stark & Doug Scarborough
Recorded by Bob Stark at 
Crossroads Productions, Vancouver, WA
August 10-18, 2021
Additional recording by Michael Simon at 
Coffee Ring Studios, Walla Walla, WA
Mastered by Nick Moon at Tone Proper, Portland, OR
Art by Oleg Znamenskiy 
Cover design & layout by John Bishop
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